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S P O N S O R S
2025 community health aide program symposium 

Our heartfelt thanks to 

about arcora foundation:

Arcora Foundation is determined to change the arc of oral

health so that everyone enjoys good oral health.

Founded and fully funded by nonprofit Delta Dental of

Washington, the state’s largest dental benefits company, they

work towards a shared vision: All people enjoy good oral and

overall health, with no one left behind.

With a dedicated board and talented staff, they blend

innovation with practical solutions and strive to make

permanent changes resulting in improved health for all, which

increases well-being and saves money for families, businesses

and taxpayers.



One Place, Many Nations

In one place, visitors experience the collective histories of 39 distinctive First

American Nations in Oklahoma today. First Americans Museum shares the cultural

diversity, history, and contributions of the First Americans.

FAM Land and Peoples Acknowledgement

First Americans Museum (FAM) honors the ancestors who lived here before it was

Oklahoma.

We honor the indigenous people who inhabited these lands before the United States was

established. They include the Apache, Caddo, Tonkawa, and Wichita. We also honor

those tribes who have a historical relationship to this region, including the Comanche,

Kiowa, Osage and Quapaw. We acknowledge the Muscogee (Creek) and Seminole who

were once assigned the land upon which FAM resides.

Today, 39 distinct tribal nations reside in Oklahoma. We are as diverse culturally and

linguistically as the nations on the European continent.

We are not in Oklahoma by choice. Many of our peoples were removed and relocated

from the far reaches of the contiguous United States. After nearly 200 years, our

histories and cultural lifeways are now interwoven into this landscape.

The Choctaw people call this land Okla Homma. Okla Homma means “red people,” the

place we now call home.

about the first american’s museum 

This event is not endorsed or supported by First Americans Museum



first american’s museum 



first american’s museum 



about southern plains tribal health Board:



about northwest portland area indian health board



1. Specialized Care |Provides care by culturally responsive & respected

members of their community

2. Improved Care | Provides unique opportunities for Tribes to improve

current health & education systems

3.  Enhanced Care| Improves continuity of care, alleviate recruitment &

retention in tribal health care systems

4.  Careers in Care| Provides education & career advancement in workforce









Welcome, relatives! We are honored to gather with you

on this sacred journey of health and healing, rooted in

the wisdom of our ancestors and the strength of our

communities. As we come together, let us embrace the

warmth of shared stories, the power of connection, and

the hope that guides us toward a healthier future for

our people. May this conference be a place of learning,

laughter, and love, where every heart feels uplifted,

every voice is valued, and every step forward is taken in

unity. We are so grateful you are here—your presence is

a blessing!
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Invocation | 9-9:10 AM
 Bruce Pratt, SPTHB
 
Welcoming | 9:10-9:20 AM
Robert Coffey, Iowa Tribe and SPTHB Board President
 
Welcoming | 9:20-9:30 AM
Nick Barton, SPTHB Executive Director
 
Welcome-OKC Area Indian Health Service |9:30-10:00 AM
RADM Gregg Woitte, OKC Area Indian Health Service Director Chief Medical
Officer 

Introduction to CHAP in the OCA | 10-10:30 AM
Julie Seward, SPTHB CHAP Manager

Keynote: Success and Barriers: Increasing Access to Care in Tribal
Communities |10:30-11 AM
Angela Daughtery, Iowa Tribe, Health Director

Setting the Stage: The Next Decade of CHAP Nationalization|10:30-11:00 AM
Christina Friedt, CKF Consulting

day 1 
wednesday, march 12

8:30 AM 

Breakfast

Registration

(Hall of the People)

11:30 AM – 12 PM 

Break- Register for Provider Raffle
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day 1 cont’d

wednesday, march 12

12 – 12:50 PM

Lunch (Hall of the People)

“We Are Healers” Video

CHAP Video

1 – 2:30 PM 

Round 1 Break Out Sessions (DAY 1)

1. CHAP Sustainability: Strong Foundations for Overcoming Challenges

and Navigating Changing Landscapes | innovation Room, 2nd floor

Carrie Sampson Samuels, NPAIHB

Dana Miller, Dana Miller Consulting 

Dr. Marcy Ronyak, IHS Headquarters

Moderator: Christina Friedt 

2. BHA Education Programs: leveraging indigenous ways to design state

of the art provider education programs | Inspiration Room, 2nd floor

Yakaiyastai Gorman-Etl, Northwest Indian College, Behavioral Health

Dolores Jimerson, NPAIHB, Behavioral Health 

Dr. Winona Wynn, Heritage University

Moderator: Katie Hunsberger

3. CHAP Certification: The Challenges, opportunities, and lessons

learned in building a CHAP Certification Board |Alliance Room, 2nd Floor

Lisa Griggs, NPAIHB 

Tanya Firemoon, CHAP Consultant 

Dr. Cheryl Sixkiller, IHS Headquarters 

Kelle Little, Coquille Tribe, COO

Moderator: Julie Seward 
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day 1 cont’d

wednesday, march 12

2:30 – 2:45 PM 

Break

2:45 – 4:15 PM

Round 2 Break Out Sessions (DAY 1)

1. The Story of Three Inseparable Friends: CHAM, CHA S&P, and CHA

Curriculum |Inspiration Room, 2nd floor

Carrie Sampson-Samuels

Stephannie Christian

Rebecca Pazdernik, CHAP Consultant

Moderator: Sasha Jones, NPAIHB 

2. Resilience Building and Innovative Approaches to Recruiting, Retaining,

and Supporting Indigenous Students |Innovation Room, 2nd floor

Katie Hunsberger

Kari Ann Kuntzelman

Morning Rose Louie, NPAIHB

Moderator: Dawn Landon

3. Regulatory Infrastructure: The Nuts and Bolts of Standards and

Procedures, Bylaws and Committees |Alliance Room, 2nd floor

Tanya Firemoon

Lisa Griggs

Kelle Little

IHS Headquarters Team (Dr. Ronyak, Dr. Sixkiller, and Dion Reid)

Moderator: Christina Friedt 
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day 1 end

wednesday, march 12

4:30 PM |Hall of the People 1st floor

 

Register for Provider Raffle

 

Registration for Social Night

5 PM 

Social Networking Night

 

Museum tour begin

Light refreshments served 

7 pm

dismissed
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day 2

thursday, march 13

8:30 AM 

Breakfast 

Registration

(Hall of the People)

Invocation |9-9:10 AM

Jason Butler, Shoshone Bannock Tribe, Behavioral Health Manager

 

Welcome/Introduction |9:10-9:15 AM

Tracy Prather, SPTHB Tribal Epidemiology Center Director

 

Culturally Driven CHAP Implementation: Stories from Across Indian

Country |9:15-10:40 AM

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes

Cherokee Nation

Osage Nation

Pawnee Nation

Tanya Firemoon 

Jason Butler

Yakaiyastai Gorman-Etl

Moderator: Julie Seward

Mental Health Wellness Activity |10:40-11 AM

Katie Hunsberger, NPAIHB Behavioral Health

Jason Butler, Shoshone Bannock Tribe, Behavioral Health Manager
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day 2

thursday, march 13

Funding CHAP: A Fireside Chat with Audience Q&A

|11:05 am-12 pm

Sarah Borgida, ARCORA

Dr. Marcy Ronyak, IHS HQ

Caroline Brunton, W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Brett Weber, Community Catalyst

Moderator: Christina Friedt 

12 – 12:50 PM 

Lunch |Hall of the People

Pow Wow Videos

1 – 2:30 PM

Round 1 Break Out Sessions (DAY 2)

1. Dental Health Aide Therapy and Legislative Barriers |Innovation

Room, 2nd floor

Julie Seward, SPTHB

Laura Brannon, Community Catalyst

Christina Friedt

Moderator: Dawn Landon, SPTHB 

2. More Hands on Deck for Oral Health Care: DHA Education Programs,

Practice, and Supervision |Inspiration Room, 2nd floor

Pamela Ready, NPAIHB Dental

Savannah Bonorden Dental Health Aide Therapist

Moderator: Kari Ann Kuntzelman 
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day 2 cont’d

thursday, march 13

3. Supporting the Primary Care Workforce of the Future: CHR, CHA, BHA, &

DHA, Recruitment, Retention, and Clinical Supervision |Alliance Room, 2nd

Floor

Stephannie Christian, NPAIHB Education Director

Dolores Jimerson 

Dr. Miranda Davis, CHAP Consultant

Moderator: Valene Bartmess, SPTHB

2:30 – 2:45 PM 

Break

2:45 – 4:15 PM

Round 2 Break Out Sessions (DAY 2)

1. Medicaid Reimbursement + Tribal/State Collaboration |Alliance

Room, 2nd floor

Kate Denny, NPAIHB

Dana Miller

Ashley Johnson, Oklahoma Health Care Authority

Moderator: Julie Seward 

2. Funding CHAP: innovative ideas for diversifying funding in uncertain

times |Inspiration Room, 2nd  floor

Sarah Borgida

Caroline Brunton 

Laura Brannon

Dr. Marcy Ronyak

Moderator: Christina Friedt 
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day 2 cont’d

thursday, march 13

3. CHAP Outside the Box: Unique Ways to Implement CHAP in your Community

|Innovation Room, 2nd floor

Sasha Jones, NPAIHB

Morning Rose Louie

Mark Rogers, Osage Nation, CEO Wahzhazhe Health Center 

Moderator: Carrie Sampson-Samuels

4:30 PM |Hall of the People 1st floor

Food Culture: Creating Holistic Wellness 

Nico Albert Williams

 (Cherokee) Founder &

 Executive Director of

 Burning Cedar Sovereign

 Wellness

5 PM 

Dinner (Hall of the People)

6 PM 

Cultural Night 
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day 3

friday, march 14

8:30 AM 

Breakfast 

Registration

(Hall of the People)

Welcome/Invocation |9-9:15 AM

Carol Nuttle, Leader LLC

IHS Updates on CHAP implementation + Audience Q&A |9:15-10:15 AM

Dr. Marcy Ronyak

Dr. Cheryl Sixkiller

Dion Reid

Moderator: Julie Seward 

Stories from the Field: Real life CHAP Providers share their

experiences and reflections |10:30-11:30 AM

Kari Ann Kuntzelman, DHAT/NPAIHB

Inga Weddle, DHAT/ Tulalip Tribe

Melissa Summers BHA student, Fort Peck 

avannah Bonorden, DHAT

Moderator: Dawn Landon 

12 PM (Hall of the People)

Lunch (Box Lunch)

Dismissal/Final Remarks-Carol Nuttle



meet our speakers















































notes


